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DHFS

Department of Health and Family Services

2007-2009 Biennial Budget Statutory Language Request
December 1, 2006

Family Support Waiting Lists
Current Language
46.985 (2) describes the Departmental duties for the Family Support program.
Proposed Change

Strike the following:

Create the following section:

46.985 (2) (f) The Department shall establish criteria for priority of services, taking
into account urgency of need, statewide consistency, developmental impact on the
child and other factors, to ensure that available funds are utilized in a consistent and
effective manner.

Background and Rationale for the Change

Family Support offers flexible funds for long term support services as it provides emotional, physical
and financial support to children and their families. Due to limited availability of state and county
funds, counties can not serve all children and families who are interested in and eligible for the
program. As a result, wait lists for services exist. Currently, counties with waiting lists for the
Family Support program serve children on a “first come, first served” basis. The current policy
precludes serving children with very urgent needs or young children with the potential for substantial
developmental impact more quickly than others.

The proposed statutory change will enable the State to establish criteria for the management of the
Family Support Program wait list. This change will help reduce the waiting time for children who
urgently need services or who are young and have the potential for substantial developmental impact
as a result of Family Support services. Specifically, the proposed change will allow counties to
prioritize their wait list based on the new State-defined criteria, instead of date of application. The
proposed change will help ensure that limited fiscal resources are used in a consistent and effective
manner. :

Desired Effective Date: Upon Passage
Agency: DHEFS
Agency Contact: Seng Vang
Phone: 267-0356
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AN Act ...; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

OTHER HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Currently, county departments of human seryices, developmental disabilities
services, or community programs administer the’éamﬂy Support Program, under
which parents of eligible disabled children care for the children in their homes,
rather than placing the children in institutions. YDHFS must promulgate rules for
the Family Support Program, including criteria by which county departments may
determine priorities for available funding.

This bill requires that, rather than promulgating rules by which counties
*} determine funding priorities under the Family Support Program, DHFS establish€s
the criteria for service priority to ensure that funds are used consistently and
effectively. '

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 46.985 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is repealed.
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SECTION 2

SECTION 2. 46.985 (2) (f) of the statutes is created to read:
46.985 (2) (f) Establish criteria for priority of services that take into account
urgency of need, statewide consistency, developmental impact on eligible children,
and other factors, so as to ensure that available funds are used consistently and

effectively.

(END)
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AN Act ...; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

OTHER HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Currently, county departments of human services, developmental disabilities
services, or community programs administer the Family Support Program, under
which parents of eligible disabled children care for the children in their homes,
rather than placing the children in institutions. DHFS must promulgate rules for
the Family Support Program, including criteria by which county departments may
determine pmorltles for available funding.

This bill requires that, rather than promulgating rules by which counties
determine funding priorities under the Family Support Program, DHFS establishes
the criteria for service priority to ensure that funds are used consistently and
effectively.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 46.985 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is repealed.
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SECTION 2

SECTION 2. 46.985 (2) (f) of the statutes is created to read:

46.985 (2) (f) Establish criteria for priority of services that take into account
urgency of need, statewide consistency, developmental impact on eligible children,
and other factors, so as to ensure that available funds are used consistently and
effectively.

(END)



